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The House bill delays a requirement that utilities create a source water protection plan within a year, pushing the deadline 
to July l, 2016. 

There were fears it could cost too much to make the plan in one year, committee counsel Charles Roskovensky said. 

Once the plan is created, each public water utility must submit it to the Bureau for Public Health. Local health departments 
must be consulted and a public hearing held on the plan before it is adopted, though the bureau will have final say. 

The plan in the modified House bill contains eight components, and mirrors some aspects of the Senate bill. 

Water providers must have a documented contingency plan in case of contamination. West Virginia American Water 
President Jeff Mcintyre has repeatedly said the company didn't know anything about the chemicals stored at Freedom until 
the day of the spill. 

The bill originally said the utility must also include a discussion of the water company's ability to isolate or divert 
contaminated water from its intake. 

Lane successfully amended the bill to require water utilities to have either an alternative water source or three to five days 
worth of stored water. The West Virginia American Water plant affected by the spill has no other source for water than the 
Elk River. 

Other provisions include a plan to identify what a water utility will do in the event of a spill, including how it will notify 
and coordinate recovery efforts with public officials. 
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